
Grade 3 English/Language Arts 

Performance Rubric

3



Reading: Foundational Skills

 Applies grade-level phonics and word analysis skills (RF.3.3)
Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1-3

Unable to apply grade-level phonics 

and word analysis skills in decoding 

words (ie, prefixes, suffixes, decoding 

multi-syllable words, read grade-

appropriate irregularly spelled words)

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to  apply grade-level phonics 

and word analysis skills in decoding 

words (ie, prefixes, suffixes, decoding 

multi-syllable words, read grade-

appropriate irregularly spelled words)

Independently able to apply grade-

level phonics and word analysis skills 

in decoding words (ie, prefixes, 

suffixes, decoding multi-syllable 

words, read grade-appropriate 

irregularly spelled words)

Independently and consistently able 

to apply grade-level phonics and 

word analysis skills in decoding words 

(ie, prefixes, suffixes, decoding multi-

syllable words, read grade-

appropriate irregularly spelled words)



Reading: Foundational Skills

 Reads grade-level text with fluency (RF.3.4; RL.3.10; RI.3.10)
Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1

Unable to read grade-level text with 

sufficient accuracy and fluency

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to read grade-level text with 

sufficient accuracy and fluency

Generally able to read grade-level 

text with sufficient accuracy and 

fluency

Independently and consistently able 

to read above grade-level text with 

sufficient accuracy and fluency;  able 

to read with expression and at an 

appropriate rate

2

Unable to  read grade-level text with 

sufficient accuracy and fluency;  

does not use context to confirm or 

self-correct word recognition and 

understanding, rereading as 

necessary

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to read grade-level text with 

sufficient accuracy and fluency;

requires teacher prompting and 

support to use context to confirm or 

self-correct word recognition and 

understanding, rereading as 

necessary

Independently able to read grade-

level text with sufficient accuracy 

and fluency;  uses context to confirm 

or self-correct word recognition and 

understanding, rereading as 

necessary

Independently and consistently able 

to read above grade-level text with 

sufficient accuracy and fluency;  able 

to read with expression and at an 

appropriate rate; uses context to 

confirm or self-correct word 

recognition and understanding, 

rereading as necessary

3

Unable to  read grade-level text with 

sufficient accuracy and fluency;  

unable to read with expression and 

at an appropriate rate; does not use 

context to confirm or self-correct 

word recognition and 

understanding, rereading as 

necessary

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to read grade-level text with 

sufficient accuracy and fluency; 

Inconsistently reads with expression 

and at an appropriate rate; requires 

teacher prompting and support to 

use context to confirm or self-

correct word recognition and 

understanding, rereading as 

necessary

Independently able to read grade-

level text with sufficient accuracy 

and fluency;  able to read with 

expression and at an appropriate 

rate; uses context to confirm or self-

correct word recognition and 

understanding, rereading as 

necessary

Independently and consistently able 

to read above grade-level text with 

sufficient accuracy and fluency;  able 

to read with expression and at an 

appropriate rate; uses context to 

confirm or self-correct word 

recognition and understanding, 

rereading as necessary



Reading: Foundational Skills

 Reads grade-level text with comprehension (RF.3.4; RL.3.10; RI.3.10)
Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1

Unable to read grade-level text with 

purpose and understanding to 

support comprehension  

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to read grade-level text with 

purpose and understanding to 

support comprehension

Generally able to read grade-level 

text with purpose and understanding

to support comprehension

Independently and consistently able 

to read grade-level with purpose and 

understanding to support 

comprehension

2

Unable to read grade-level text with 

purpose and understanding to 

support comprehension; unable to 

use context to facilitate 

understanding

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to read grade-level text with 

purpose and understanding to 

support comprehension;  requires 

teacher prompting and support to 

use context to facilitate 

understanding

Generally able to read grade-level 

text with purpose and understanding

to support comprehension; generally 

able to use context to facilitate 

understanding

Independently and consistently able 

to read grade-level with purpose and 

understanding to support 

comprehension;  independently and 

consistently able to facilitate 

understanding

3

Unable to read grade-level text with 

purpose and understanding to 

support comprehension unable to 

use context to facilitate 

understanding

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to read grade-level text with 

purpose and understanding to 

support comprehension; requires 

teacher prompting and support to 

use context to facilitate 

understanding

Independently able to read grade-

level text with purpose and 

understanding to support 

comprehension; generally able to use 

context to facilitate understanding

Independently and consistently able 

to read above grade-level text with 

purpose and understanding to 

support comprehension; consistently

able to use context to facilitate 

understanding



Reading: Literature

 Asks and answers questions about a text by going back to find answers with 

evidence (RL.3.1)
Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1

Unable to answer questions to 

demonstrate understanding of a 

text 

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to answer questions to 

demonstrate understanding of a 

text 

Independently able to answer 

questions to demonstrate 

understanding of a text  

Independently and consistently able 

to answer questions to demonstrate 

deeper understanding of a text;  

independently able to refer to 

specific evidence within text as the 

basis for answers

2

Unable to ask and answer questions 

to demonstrate understanding of a 

text 

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to ask and answer questions 

to demonstrate understanding of a 

text 

Independently able to ask and 

answer questions to demonstrate 

understanding of a text

Independently and consistently able 

to ask and answer questions to 

demonstrate deeper understanding 

of a text; independently able to refer 

to specific evidence within text as the 

basis for answers

3

Unable to ask and answer questions 

to demonstrate understanding of a 

text;  unable to refer to specific 

evidence within text as the basis for 

answers

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to ask and answer questions 

to demonstrate understanding of a 

text;  with support be able to refer to 

specific evidence within text as the 

basis for answers

Independently able to ask and 

answer questions to demonstrate 

understanding of a text;  able to refer 

to specific evidence within text as the 

basis for answers

Independently and consistently able 

to ask and answer questions to 

demonstrate deeper understanding 

of a text;  consistently able to refer to 

specific evidence within text as the 

basis for answers



Reading: Literature

 Retells stories from different cultures and determines the theme or central 

message, including fables, folktales, and myths (RL.3.2)
Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1

Unable identify themes

and explain how the 

theme/central message, lesson 

or moral is revealed through 

key details in the text

Requires teacher prompting 

and support to identify themes

and explain how the 

theme/central message, lesson 

or moral is revealed through 

key details in the text

Generally able to identify 

themes and explain how the 

theme/central message, lesson 

or moral is revealed through 

key details in the text

Independently and consistently 

able to identify themes and 

explain how the theme/central 

message, lesson or moral is 

revealed through key details in 

the text

2

Unable to identify themes

and explain how the 

theme/central message, lesson 

or moral is revealed through 

key details in the text

Requires teacher prompting 

and support to identify themes

and explain how the 

theme/central message, lesson 

or moral is revealed through 

key details in the text

Independently able identify 

themes

and explain how the 

theme/central message, lesson 

or moral is revealed through 

key details in the text

Independently and consistently 

able to identify themes, provide 

sufficient text evidence to 

support and explain how the 

theme/central message, lesson 

or moral relates to current 

events

3

Unable to identify themes and 

give sufficient evidence from 

the text to support identified

theme/central message, lesson 

or moral

Requires teacher prompting 

and support to identify themes 

and give sufficient evidence 

from the text to support 

identified theme/central 

message, lesson or moral

Independently able to identify 

themes and give sufficient 

evidence from the text to 

support identified

theme/central message, lesson 

or moral

In above grade level texts, 

independently and consistently 

able to identify themes, provide 

sufficient text evidence to 

support and explain how the 

theme/central message, lesson 

or moral relates to current 

events



Reading: Literature

 Describes characters in a story and explains how their actions contribute to the plot (RL.3.3)
Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1

Unable to be able to identify the 

following: a character’s traits, 

thoughts, feelings and motivations

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to be able to identify the 

following: a character’s traits, 

thoughts, feelings and motivations

Independently able to identify the 

following: a character’s traits, 

thoughts, feelings and motivations

Independently and consistently able 

to identify the following: a character’s 

traits, thoughts, feelings, motivations, 

and how these all contribute to the 

sequence of events in the text 

2

Unable to identify the following: a 

character’s traits, thoughts, feelings, 

motivations, and how these all 

contribute to the sequence of events 

in the text

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to identify the following: a 

character’s traits, thoughts, feelings, 

motivations, and how these all 

contribute to the sequence of events 

in the text

Independently able to identify the 

following: a character’s traits, 

thoughts, feelings, motivations, and 

how these all contribute to the 

sequence of events in the text

Independently and consistently able 

to identify the following: a character’s 

traits, thoughts, feelings, motivations, 

and how these all contribute to the 

sequence of events in the text;  

extends understanding and able to 

provide vivid and in-depth 

descriptions as to how these elements 

contribute to the overall text

3



Reading: Literature

 Describes the literal meaning, non-literal meaning, and shades of meaning of words and 

phrases in a text (RL.3.4; L.3.5)
Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1-3

Unable to determine the meaning 

of unknown words, multiple 

meaning words, figurative 

language, and content area 

vocabulary based on context

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to determine the meaning 

of unknown words, multiple 

meaning words, figurative 

language, and content area 

vocabulary based on context

Independently able to determine 

the meaning of unknown words, 

multiple meaning words, figurative 

language, and content area 

vocabulary based on context

Independently and consistently 

able to determine the meaning of 

unknown words, multiple meaning 

words, figurative language, and 

content area vocabulary based on 

context



Reading: Literature

 Uses terms (eg, chapter, scene, stanza, etc) to explain how parts of the text build upon 

each other (RL.3.5)
Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1

2-3

Unable to refer to parts of stories 

when writing or speaking about a 

text, using terms such as chapter, 

scene, and stanza;  unable to 

describe how each part builds on 

earlier sections of the text

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to refer to parts of stories 

when writing or speaking about a 

text, using terms such as chapter, 

scene, and stanza; requires teacher 

support to be able to describe how 

each part builds on earlier sections 

of the text

Independently able to refer to 

parts of stories when writing or 

speaking about a text, using terms 

such as chapter, scene, and stanza; 

able to describe how each part 

builds on earlier sections of the 

text

Independently and consistently 

able to refer to parts of stories 

when writing or speaking about a 

text, using terms such as chapter, 

scene, and stanza; able to describe 

in detail how each part builds on 

earlier sections of the text



Reading: Literature

 Explains point-of-view and how it compares to the narrator’s or character’s point-of-view 

(RL.3.6)
Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1-2

Unable to distinguish their own 

point-of-view from that of the 

narrator or those of the characters

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to distinguish their own 

point-of-view from that of the 

narrator or those of the characters

Independently able to distinguish 

their own point-of-view from that of 

the narrator or those of the 

characters

Comparison of own point of view 

versus that of the author 

demonstrates a deeper 

understanding of the text and the 

motivations of individual characters

3



Reading: Literature

 Explains how illustrations support a text (RL.3.7)
Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1

Unable to explain how specific 

aspects of a text’s illustrations 

contribute to what is conveyed in a 

story (eg, create mood, emphasize 

aspects of a character or setting)

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to explain how specific 

aspects of a text’s illustrations 

contribute to what is conveyed in a 

story (eg, create mood, emphasize 

aspects of a character or setting)

Generally able to explain how 

specific aspects of a text’s 

illustrations contribute to what is 

conveyed in a story (eg, create 

mood, emphasize aspects of a 

character or setting)

Independently and consistently able 

to explain how specific aspects of a 

text’s illustrations contribute to what 

is conveyed in a story (eg, create 

mood, emphasize aspects of a 

character or setting)



Reading: Literature

 Compares, contrasts, and reflects on themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the 

same author (RL.3.9)
Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1

2-3

Unable to compare, contrast, and 

reflect on themes, settings, and 

plots of stories written by the same 

author or similar categories (eg, in 

books from a series)

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to compare, contrast, and 

reflect on themes, settings, and 

plots of stories written by the same 

author or similar categories (eg, in 

books from a series)

Compares, contrasts, and reflects on 

themes, settings, and plots of stories 

written by the same author or 

similar categories (eg, in books from 

a series)

Independently and consistently 

makes  in-depth and reflective

comparisons on themes, settings, 

and plots of stories written by the 

same author or similar categories 

within above grade-level texts (eg, in 

books from a series)



Reading: Informational Text 

 Asks and answers questions about a text by going back to the text for answers (RI.3.1)

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1

Unable to answer questions 

about a text by going back and 

referring to specifics within the 

text as a basis for answers

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to answer questions 

about a text by going back and 

referring to specifics within the 

text as a basis for answers

Generally able answer questions 

about a text by going back and 

referring to specifics within the 

text as a basis for answers

Independently and consistently 

able to ask and answer questions 

about a text by going back and 

referring to specific evidence 

from the text to support their 

responses

2-3

Unable to ask and answer 

questions about a text by going 

back and referring to specifics 

within the text as a basis for 

correct answers

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to ask and answer 

questions about a text by going 

back and referring to specifics 

within the text as a basis for 

correct answers

Independently able to ask and 

answer questions about a text by 

going back and referring to 

specifics within the text as a basis 

for correct answers

Consistently asks engaging 

questions and provides answers 

demonstrating reflection and 

thought while referring to specific 

evidence from the text to support 

their correct responses



Reading: Informational Text 

 Determines the main idea and tells how the details support the main idea (RI.3.2)

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1-2

Unable to determine the main idea 

of a text, identify details and how 

they support the main idea

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to determine the main idea 

of a text, identify details and how 

they support the main idea

Independently able to determine 

the main idea of a text, identify 

details and how they support the 

main idea

Consistently able to determine the 

main idea of an above grade level 

text, identify details and how they 

support the main idea

3

Unable to determine the main idea 

of a text, identify several key details 

and how they support the main 

idea, and summarize the key points 

of a text

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to determine the main idea 

of a text, identify several key details 

and how they support the main 

idea, and summarize the key points 

of a text

Independently able to determine 

the main idea of a text, identify 

several key details and how they 

support the main idea, and 

summarize the key points of a text

Consistently able to determine the 

main idea of an above grade level

text, identify several key details and 

how they support the main idea, 

and summarize the key points of a 

text



Reading: Informational Text 

 Explains the relationship between a series of events, ideas, and steps using words to describe 

time, sequence, or cause and effect (RI.3.3)
Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1-2

Unable to describe the relationship 

between events in a text using 

sequential words and/or words to 

describe cause and effect 

relationships

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to describe the relationship 

between events in a text using 

sequential words and/or words to 

describe cause and effect 

relationships

Independently able to describe the 

relationship between events in a text 

using sequential words and/or words 

to describe cause and effect 

relationships

Independently and consistently able 

to describe the relationship between 

events in a an above grade-level text 

using sequential words and/or words 

to describe cause and effect 

relationships

3



Reading: Informational Text 

 Determines the meaning of words and phrases (RI.3.4)

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1

2-3

Unable to determine the meaning of 

unknown words and phrases in a 

text relevant to a grade 3 topic or 

subject area

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to determine the meaning 

of unknown words and phrases in a 

text relevant to a grade 3 topic or 

subject area

Independently and consistently able 

to determine the meaning of 

unknown words and phrases in a 

text relevant to a grade 3 topic or 

subject area

Independently and consistently able 

to determine the meaning of 

unknown words and phrases in a 

text relevant to an above grade 3

topic or subject area



Reading: Informational Text 

 Uses text features and search tools on a computer to find information (RI.3.5)

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1

2

Unable to use text features and 

search tools (eg, key words, sidebars, 

hyperlinks) to efficiently locate 

information that is relevant to a given 

topic

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to use text features and 

search tools (eg, key words, sidebars, 

hyperlinks) to efficiently locate 

information that is relevant to a given 

topic

Able to use text features and search 

tools (eg, key words, sidebars, 

hyperlinks) to efficiently locate 

information that is relevant to a given 

topic

Independently and consistently able 

to use text features and search tools 

(eg, key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) 

to efficiently locate information and 

enhance understanding of a  given 

topic

3



Reading: Informational Text 

 Explains how personal point-of-view is the same or different from the author’s point-of-view 

(RI.3.6)
Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1-2
Unable to identify the author’s point-

of-view and distinguish similarities  

and differences between the author’s 

point-of-view and their own point-of-

view

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to identify the author’s point-

of-view and distinguish similarities  

and differences between the author’s 

point-of-view and their own point-of-

view

Independently able to identify the 

author’s point-of-view and distinguish 

similarities and differences between 

the author’s point-of-view and their 

own point-of-view

Consistently able to identify the 

author’s point-of-view and distinguish 

similarities and differences between 

the author’s point-of-view and their 

own in-depth point-of-view; able to 

use background knowledge and infer 

reasons for author’s point of view

3



Reading: Informational Text 

 Uses text features to help understand a text (RI.3.7)
Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1
Unable to use information gained 

from illustrations (eg, maps, 

photographs) and the words in a 

text to demonstrate understanding 

of the text (eg, where, when, why, 

and how key events occur)

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to use information gained 

from illustrations (eg, maps, 

photographs) and the words in a 

text to demonstrate understanding 

of the text (eg, where, when, why, 

and how key events occur)

Independently able to use 

information gained from 

illustrations (eg, maps, 

photographs) and the words in a 

text to demonstrate understanding 

of the text (eg, where, when, why, 

and how key events occur)

Independently and consistently 

able to use information gained 

from illustrations (eg, maps, 

photographs) and the words in an

above grade level text to 

demonstrate understanding of the 

text (eg, where, when, why, and 

how key events occur)

2-3



Reading: Informational Text 

 Describe the logical connections between particular sentences and paragraphs in a text 

(comparison, cause and effect, and sequence) (RI.3.8)
Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1

Unable to describe logical 

connections between particular 

sentences and paragraphs in a text

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to describe logical 

connections between particular 

sentences and paragraphs in a text

Independently able to describe 

logical connections between 

particular sentences and 

paragraphs in a text

Independently and consistently 

able to describe logical connections 

between particular sentences and 

paragraphs and sections of an 

above grade level text

2-3



Reading: Informational Text 

 Compares and contrasts the main ideas and key/supporting details in two texts (RI.3.9)
Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1

2-3

Unable to compare and contrast 

the main idea and key/supporting 

details on two texts on the same 

topic

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to compare and contrast 

the main idea and key/supporting 

details on two texts on the same 

topic

Independently able to compare 

and contrast the main idea and 

key/supporting details on two texts 

on the same topic

Independently and consistently 

able to compare and contrast the 

main idea and key/supporting 

details on more than two texts on 

the same topic



Writing

 Writes an opinion piece that includes an opinion, organized reasons, and a conclusion; 

demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English (W.3.1) (L.3.2)
Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1

2

Unable to meet most components 

for writing a quality opinion piece 

(introduce a clearly stated opinion, 

sample reasons to support the 

opinion, smooth transitions from one 

opinion to the next, and a 

conclusion); unable to demonstrate 

command of the conventions of 

standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when 

writing

Requires prompting and support to 

meet most components for writing a 

quality opinion piece (introduce a 

clearly stated opinion, sample 

reasons to support the opinion, 

smooth transitions from one opinion 

to the next, and a conclusion); 

requires prompting and support

to demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing

Independently able to meet most or 

all components for writing a quality 

opinion piece (introduce a clearly 

stated opinion, sample reasons to 

support the opinion, smooth 

transitions from one opinion to the 

next, and a conclusion); 

demonstrates command of the 

conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing

Independently able to meet most or 

all components for writing a quality 

opinion piece (introduce a clearly 

stated opinion, sample reasons to 

support the opinion, smooth 

transitions from one opinion to the 

next, and a conclusion);  qualities of 

the opinion piece exceed grade level 

expectations (ex word choice, 

sentence structure, compositional 

risks); demonstrates a superior

command of the conventions of 

standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when 

writing

3

unable to demonstrate command of 

the conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing

requires prompting and support

to demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing

demonstrates command of the 

conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing

demonstrates a superior command of 

the conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing



Writing

Writes an informational piece that includes a topic, information, text features, and a 

conclusion; demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English (W.3.2)

(L.3.2)
Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1

2
unable to demonstrate command of 

the conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing

requires prompting and support to 

demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing

demonstrates command of the 

conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing

demonstrates a superior command 

of the conventions of standard 

English capitalization, punctuation, 

and spelling when writing

3

Unable to meet most components 

for writing a quality informational 

piece (clearly stated introduction

and content, smooth transitions, 

and a conclusion); unable to 

demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing

Requires prompting and support to 

meet components for writing a 

quality informational piece (clearly 

stated introduction and content,

smooth transitions, and a 

conclusion); requires prompting and 

support to demonstrate command 

of the conventions of standard 

English capitalization, punctuation, 

and spelling when writing

Independently able to meet most or 

all components for writing a quality 

informational piece (clearly stated 

introduction and content, smooth 

transitions, and a conclusion); 

demonstrates command of the 

conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing

Independently able to meet most or 

all components for writing a quality 

informational piece (clearly stated 

introduction and content, smooth 

transitions, and a conclusion);

qualities of the informational piece 

exceed grade level expectations (ex 

word choice, sentence structure, 

compositional risks); demonstrates a 

superior command of the 

conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing



Writing

Writes a narrative piece that includes characters, details, and sequencing; demonstrates

command of the conventions of standard English (W.3.3) (L.3.2)
Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1

Unable to meet most components 

for writing a narrative piece 

(developing real or imagined 

experiences or events, using 

descriptive details, conveying clear 

sequences); unable to demonstrate 

command of the conventions of 

standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when 

writing)

Requires prompting and support to 

meet most components for writing a 

narrative piece (developing real or 

imagined experiences or events, 

using descriptive details, conveying 

clear sequences); requires prompting 

and support to demonstrate 

command of the conventions of 

standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when 

writing

Independently able to meet most or 

all components for writing a 

narrative piece (developing real or 

imagined experiences or events, 

using descriptive details, conveying 

clear sequences); demonstrates 

command of the conventions of 

standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when 

writing

Independently able to meet most or 

all components for writing a 

narrative piece (developing real or 

imagined experiences or events, 

using descriptive details, conveying 

clear sequences); qualities of the 

narrative piece exceed grade level 

expectations (ex word choice, 

sentence structure, compositional 

risks); demonstrates a superior

command of the conventions of 

standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when 

writing

2-3

unable to demonstrate command of 

the conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing

requires prompting and support to 

demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing

demonstrates command of the 

conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing

demonstrates a superior command 

of the conventions of standard 

English capitalization, punctuation, 

and spelling when writing



Writing

 Uses appropriate structure and organization for all types and purposes of writing (W.3.4)

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1-3

Unable to produce clear and 

coherent writing that appropriate to 

the task, purpose, and audience 

designated

Requires prompting and support to

produce clear and coherent writing 

that appropriate to the task, 

purpose, and audience designated

Independently able to produce clear 

and coherent writing that 

appropriate to the task, purpose, and 

audience designated

Independently and consistently able 

to produce clear and coherent 

writing with an above grade level 

sophistication that is appropriate to 

the task, purpose, and audience 

designated



Writing

 Strengthens writing by planning, revising, and editing (W.3.5)

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1-3

Unable to plan, revise, and edit 

their writing in a manner that 

demonstrates an awareness of how 

to make improvements

Requires prompting and support to 

plan, revise, and edit their writing in 

a manner that demonstrates an 

awareness of how to make 

improvements

Able to plan, revise, and edit their 

writing in a manner that 

demonstrates an awareness of how 

to make improvements

Independently and consistently able 

to plan, revise, and edit their writing 

in a manner that demonstrates a

command of all of the elements of 

the writing process



Writing

 Uses technology to produce and publish writing (W.3.6)

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1

2

Unable to utilize technology when 

producing and publishing writing

Requires prompting and support to 

utilize technology when producing 

and publishing writing

Becomes familiar with the use of  

technology when producing and 

publishing writing

Independently and consistently able 

to utilize technology when 

producing and publishing writing

3



Writing

 Conducts short research projects to learn more about a topic (W.3.7)

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1

2

Unable to conduct short research 

projects in order to build knowledge 

about a particular topic

Requires prompting and support to  

conduct short research projects in 

order to build knowledge about a 

particular topic

Able to conduct short research 

projects in order to build knowledge 

about a particular topic

Independently able to conduct short 

research projects that extend 

knowledge and deepen 

understanding of a particular topic

3



Writing

 Uses information from experience or gathers information and takes notes on the topic 

(W.3.8)
Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1

2

Unable to recall information from 

experience or gather information 

from print or electronic sources;

unable to take brief notes from 

these sources and sort evidence into 

provided categories

Requires prompting and support to 

recall information from experience 

or gather information from print or 

electronic sources; requires 

prompting and support to take brief 

notes from these sources and sort 

evidence into provided categories

Independently able to recall 

information from experience or 

gather information from print or 

electronic sources; able to take brief 

notes from these sources and sort 

evidence into provided categories

Independently and consistently able 

to recall and effectively use 

information from experience or 

gather information from print or 

electronic sources; able to take 

relevant notes from these sources 

and sort evidence into provided 

categories

3



Writing

 Completes writing for different tasks, audiences, and purposes (W.3.10)

Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1-3

Unable to keep writing on target 

within various pieces; unable to 

complete pieces of writing within 

appropriate timeframes

Requires prompting and support to 

keep writing on target within 

various pieces; with prompting and 

support able to complete pieces of 

writing within appropriate 

timeframes

Independently able to keep writing 

on target within various pieces; 

able to complete pieces of writing 

within appropriate timeframes

Independently and consistently 

able to keep writing on target 

within various pieces; able to 

complete pieces of writing that 

exceed grade level expectations 

within appropriate timeframes



Speaking and Listening

 Explains ideas and understanding in class discussions, and asks questions to check for 

understanding of information that is presented (SL.3.1)
Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1

Unable to engage in a range of 

collaborative discussions (one-on-

one, in groups, teach-led);  unable

to check understanding with the use 

of questions about the information 

presented

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to engage in a range of 

collaborative discussions (one-on-

one, in groups, teach-led); requires 

prompting and support to ask

questions to check understanding of 

information presented, stay on 

topic, and link comments to the 

responses of others

Is able to engage in a range of 

collaborative discussions (one-on-

one, in groups, teach-led); asks 

questions to check understanding 

of information presented, stay on 

topic, and link comments to the 

responses of others

Consistently able to effectively engage 

in a range of collaborative discussions 

(one-on-one, in groups, teach-led) on 

grade-level topics; asks questions to 

check understanding of information 

presented, stay on topic, and link 

comments to the responses of others

2-3

Unable to effectively engage in a 

range of collaborative discussions 

(one-on-one, in groups, teach-led) 

on grade-level topics and build on 

others’ ideas and express own ideas 

clearly;  unable to ask questions to 

check understanding of information 

presented, stay on topic, and link 

comments to the responses of 

others

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to effectively engage in a 

range of collaborative discussions 

(one-on-one, in groups, teach-led) 

on grade-level topics and build on 

others’ ideas and express own ideas 

clearly; requires prompting and 

support to ask questions to check 

understanding of information 

presented, stay on topic, and link 

comments to the responses of 

others

Is able to Is able to effectively 

engage in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in 

groups, teach-led) on grade-level 

topics and build on others’ ideas 

and express own ideas clearly; 

asks questions to check 

understanding of information 

presented, stay on topic, and link 

comments to the responses of 

others

Consistently able to effectively engage 

in a range of collaborative discussions 

(one-on-one, in groups, teach-led) on 

grade-level topics and build on others’ 

ideas and express own ideas clearly;

asks questions to check understanding 

of and gain further information about 

a topic presented, stay on topic, and 

link comments to the responses of 

others



Speaking and Listening

 Determines the main idea and details from material read aloud or presented orally (SL.3.2)
Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1

2

Unable to determine the main ideas 

and supporting details of a text read 

aloud or information presented in 

different formats, including visually, 

quantitatively, and orally

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to determine the main ideas 

and supporting details of a text read 

aloud or information presented in 

different formats, including visually, 

quantitatively, and orally

Independently able to determine 

the main ideas and supporting 

details of a text read aloud or 

information presented in different 

formats, including visually, 

quantitatively, and orally

Independently and consistently 

determine the main ideas and 

supporting details of an above grade 

level text read aloud or information 

presented in different formats, 

including visually, quantitatively, and 

orally

3



Speaking and Listening

 Asks and answers questions to gain information, and speaks in complete sentences to 

provide details and clarification (SL.3.3; SL.3.6)
Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1-2

Unable to ask and answer questions 

about information from a speaker, 

and speak in complete sentences in 

order to provide requested detail or 

clarifications

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to able to ask and answer 

questions about information from a 

speaker, and speak in complete 

sentences in order to provide 

requested detail or clarifications

Independently able to ask and 

answer questions about 

information from a speaker, and 

speak in complete sentences in 

order to provide requested detail 

or clarifications

Independently and consistently able to 

ask higher level and answer questions 

about information from a speaker, and 

speak in complete sentences in order 

to provide requested detail or 

clarifications

3



Speaking and Listening

 Delivers a clear oral report on a topic using facts and details (SL.3.4)
Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1

2

Unable to provide a clear oral report 

on a topic or text, tell a story, or 

recount an experience with 

appropriate facts and relevant, 

descriptive details

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to provide a clear oral report 

on a topic or text, tell a story, or 

recount an experience with 

appropriate facts and relevant, 

descriptive details

Able to provide a clear oral report 

on a topic or text, tell a story, or 

recount an experience with 

appropriate facts and relevant, 

descriptive details

Provides a clear oral report on a topic or 

text, tell a story, demonstrating a 

strong command of speaking skills or 

recount an experience with appropriate 

facts and relevant, descriptive details

3



Language

 Uses knowledge and demonstrates command of conventions of English grammar in writing 

and speaking (L.3.1; L.3.3)
Trimester 1: Needs Improvement 2: Progressing 3: Meets 4: Exceeds

1-2

Unable to adequately use knowledge 

of, and demonstrate command of the 

conventions of English grammar in 

writing and speaking

Requires teacher prompting and 

support to adequately use 

knowledge of, and demonstrate 

command of the conventions of 

English grammar in writing and 

speaking

Independently able to use 

knowledge of, and demonstrate 

command of the conventions of 

English grammar in writing and 

speaking

Consistently uses knowledge of, and 

demonstrates command of the 

conventions of English grammar in 

writing and speaking

3


